
2019 WBMS Summer Reading 
 

Students in grades six through eight are required to choose one book to read from the master list below. 
Middle school teachers and administrators will also read one of these choices. When we return to school in the 
fall, each teacher will host a book discussion group for students who have read that particular selection. This 

model seeks to encourage students to read for the sake of reading, involve teachers across content areas, and 
cross grade levels to group students in discussion groups.  

 
There is a wide range of topics and themes represented in this summer reading list. As always, parents play a 

critical role in helping their child to choose books that are best suited for them. Common Sense Media is an 
excellent resource for families to help them understand the nature of the content in the novels that their 

children are reading: commonsensemedia.org.  
 

Book trailers available by clicking on the links in the book titles or here: https://bit.ly/2PTJ4e8 
 

 
The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden and the Trial of the Century by Sarah Miller (history) 
 
“Someone has killed Father!" August 4, 1892: Lizzie Borden calls out frantically for help. When 
the maid and the neighbors come running, they find Lizzie's father, Andrew Borden, lying 
murdered in the sitting room of the Borden home at 92 Second Street in Fall River, 
Massachusetts. Soon after, the body of Lizzie's stepmother, Abby, is discovered upstairs. As 
the minutes give way to hours, one person rises to the top of the list of suspects: Lizzie 
herself. But how could a mild-mannered young woman from a prominent family be an axe 
murderer? 
 
Breakout by Kate Messner (realistic fiction) 
 
Nora Tucker is looking forward to summer vacation in Wolf Creek--two months of swimming, 
popsicles, and brushing up on her journalism skills for the school paper. But when two inmates 
break out of the town's maximum security prison, everything changes. Doors are locked, 
helicopters fly over the woods, and police patrol the school grounds. Worst of all, everyone is 
on edge, and fear brings out the worst in some people Nora has known her whole life. Even if 
the inmates are caught, she worries that home might never feel the same. 
 
Click Here to Start by Denis Markell (mystery) 
 
What if playing video games was prepping you to solve an incredible real-world puzzle and 
locate a priceless treasure? 
 
Twelve-year-old Ted Gerson has spent most of his summer playing video games. So when 
his great-uncle dies and bequeaths him the all so-called treasure in his overstuffed junk shop 
of an apartment, Ted explores it like it’s another level to beat. And to his shock, he finds that 

eccentric Great-Uncle Ted actually has set the place up like a real-life escape-the-room game! Using his 
specially honed skills, Ted sets off to win the greatest game he’s ever played, with help from his friends Caleb 
and Isabel. Together they discover that Uncle Ted’s “treasure” might be exactly that—real gold and jewels 
found by a Japanese American unit that served in World War II. With each puzzle Ted and his friends solve, 
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they get closer to unraveling the mystery—but someone dangerous is hot on their heels, and he’s not about to 
let them get away with the fortune. 
 

Downriver by Will Hobbs (adventure) 
 
No adults, no permit, no river map. Just some "borrowed" gear from Discovery Unlimited, the 
outdoor education program Jessie and her new companions have just ditched. Jessie and 
the others are having the time of their lives floating beneath sheer red walls, exploring 
unknown caves and dangerous waterfalls, and plunging through the Grand Canyon's roaring 
rapids. No one, including Troy, who emerges as the group's magnetic and ultimately 
frightening leader, can forsee the challenges and conflicts. What will be the consequences of 
their reckless adventure? 
 
Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans by Don Brown (historical 
fiction/graphic novel) 
 
On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's monstrous winds and surging water overwhelmed 
the protective levees around low-lying New Orleans, Louisiana. Eighty percent of the city 
flooded, in some places under twenty feet of water. Property damages across the Gulf Coast 
topped $100 billion. One thousand eight hundred and thirty-three people lost their lives. The 
riveting tale of this historic storm and the drowning of an American city is one of 
selflessness, heroism, and courage—and also of incompetence, racism, and criminality.  
 
Eleven by Tom Rogers (historical fiction) 
 
Alex Douglas always wanted to be a hero. But nothing heroic ever happened to Alex. 
Nothing, that is, until his eleventh birthday. When Alex rescues a stray dog as a birthday gift 
to himself, he doesn't think his life can get much better. Radar, his new dog, pretty much 
feels the same way. But this day has bigger things in store for both of them. This is a story 
about bullies and heroes. About tragedy and hope. About enemies with two legs and friends 
with four, and pesky little sisters and cranky old men, and an unexpected lesson in kindness 
delivered with a slice of pizza. This is "Eleven": the journey of a boy turning eleven on 9/11. 
 
Front Desk by Kelly Yang (realistic fiction) 
 
Mia Tang has a lot of secrets. 
 
Number 1: She lives in a motel, not a big house. Every day, while her immigrant parents 
clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia manages the front desk of the Calivista Motel and tends to 
its guests. 
 
Number 2: Her parents hide immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds out 

they've been letting them stay in the empty rooms for free, the Tangs will be doomed. 
 
Number 3: She wants to be a writer. But how can she when her mom thinks she should stick to math because 
English is not her first language? 
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It will take all of Mia's courage, kindness, and hard work to get through this year. Will she be able to hold on to 
her job, help the immigrants and guests, escape Mr. Yao, and go for her dreams? 
 

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman (fantasy) 
 
After the grisly murder of his entire family, a toddler wanders into a graveyard where the 
ghosts and other supernatural residents agree to raise him as one of their own. 
 
Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. He would be completely 
normal if he didn't live in a sprawling graveyard, being raised and educated by ghosts, with 
a solitary guardian who belongs to neither the world of the living nor of the dead. There are 
dangers and adventures in the graveyard for a boy. But if Bod leaves the graveyard, then 
he will come under attack from the man Jack—who has already killed Bod's family...  
 
Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson (realistic fiction) 
 
It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat—by themselves, with no adults to 
listen in. There, in the room they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A Room to Talk"), 
they discover it's safe to talk about what's bothering them—everything from Esteban's 
father's deportation and Haley's father's incarceration to Amari's fears of racial profiling and 
Ashton's adjustment to his changing family fortunes. When the six are together, they can 
express the feelings and fears they have to hide from the rest of the world. And together, 
they can grow braver and more ready for the rest of their lives. 
 
Life in Motion: An Unlikely Ballerina by Misty Copeland (Young Readers Edition) (arts 
and music/autobiography) 
 
"Picture a ballerina in a tutu and toe shoes. What does she look like?" 
 
As the only African American soloist dancing with the prestigious American Ballet Theatre, 
Misty Copeland has made history. But when she first placed her hands on the barre at an 
after-school community center, no one expected the undersized, anxious thirteen-year-old to 
become a ground-breaking ballerina.  
 

When she discovered ballet, Misty was living in a shabby motel room, struggling with her five siblings for a 
place to sleep on the floor. A true prodigy, she was dancing en pointe within three months of taking her first 
dance class and performing professionally in just over a year: a feat unheard of for any classical dancer. But 
when Misty became caught between the control and comfort she found in the world of ballet and the harsh 
realities of her own life (culminating in a highly publicized custody battle), she had to choose to embrace both 
her identity and her dreams, and find the courage to be one of a kind.  
 

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park (historical fiction)  
 
A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about a girl in 
Sudan in 2008 and a boy in Sudan in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that 
is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, 
Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent 
on foot as they search for their families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship 
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from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his 
story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way. 
 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs (fantasy) 
 
A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of very curious 
photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, an 
unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading experience. As 
our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote 
island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine's 
Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it 
becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have been 
dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for good reason. And 

somehow-impossible though it seems-they may still be alive. 
 

Patina by Jason Reynolds (sports)  
 
Patina, or Patty, runs like a flash. She runs for many reasons—to escape the taunts from the 
kids at the fancy-schmancy new school she’s been sent to since she and her little sister had 
to stop living with their mom. She runs from the reason WHY she’s not able to live with her 
“real” mom any more: her mom has The Sugar, and Patty is terrified that the disease that 
took her mom’s legs will one day take her away forever. So Patty’s also running for her 
mom, who can’t. But can you ever really run away from any of this? As the stress builds up, 
it’s building up a pretty bad attitude as well. Coach won’t tolerate bad attitude. No day, no 
way. And now he wants Patty to run relay…where you have to depend on other people? 

How’s she going to do THAT? 
 
Rush for the Gold: Mystery at the Olympics by John Feinstein (sports/mystery) 
 
Teen sports reporter Susan Carol is competing as a swimmer at her first-ever Olympic 
games. It’s the opportunity of a lifetime, and her best friend Stevie is both amazed and 
envious. Usually they cover sporting events together, now he’s covering her. But Stevie 
can’t shake the feeling that something’s not right. Everyone wants a piece of Susan Carol’s 
success—agents, sponsors, the media. Just how far will they go to ensure that America’s 
newest Olympic darling wins gold? 
 

 
Trapped by Michael Northrop (adventure) 
 
The day the blizzard started, no one knew that it was going to keep snowing for a week. 
That for those in its path, it would become not just a matter of keeping warm, but of staying 
alive... 
 
Scotty and his friends Pete and Jason are among the last seven kids at their high school 
waiting to get picked up that day, and they soon realize that no one is coming for them. Still, 
it doesn't seem so bad to spend the night at school. But then the power goes out, then the 
heat. The pipes freeze, and the roof shudders. As the days add up, the snow piles higher, 

and the empty halls grow colder and darker, the mounting pressure forces a devastating decision... 
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